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To all:

February 2, 2010 “Buckeye Chuck — Ground Hog Day” it's over.

To the early birds who took part during the very early hours, to help with this
special event my heart felt many thanks.

Things sure ended up much different than what we expected. While not many
thousands of radio contacts was made world wide, as I had dreamed. A lot of
valuable information was obtained.

Several lessons were learned that day:

1. The event was not exactly the best time; 5:00 am start time was way too
early. 6:30 — 7:00 am would have been more like it. The propagation on
the bands did not start to pick-up until around daylight.

2. What works well in the mind as a working solution to a problem sel-
dom pans out in the final process. The big HF antenna that we were
going to used created one problem after another. With every new option
it created a new additional problem. After the many set backs we trans-
ferred the HF to the club house. HF antenna problems solved. NO.
Wait one, Murphy’s Law kicked in.

3. The dipole at the clubhouse we needed for HF had a broken leg. The
repair work was done while the temperature was in the twenties; Jim
Bird KDS8KCH climbed the tower and repaired it.

4. The last minute plan to use a radio with the big antenna along with
cross-band repeater in place of using 250 feet of coaxial cable between
the van an the big antenna also had many issues.

5. The largest issue was NOT the cross-band repeater operation but the
almost consent interference from pager system (s) made this type of
activity impossible.

With only one HF station at the clubroom we setup two other remote HF opera-
tions, one at Don's KD8BKT and the other Joe's W8VDD this proved to be a
good thing.

What should be changed:

1. Start time and radio propagation times should be considered when plan-
ning. Weekends would be the best days, with mid-morning until mid-
after noon would be the best.

2. Assemble all equipment that going to be used for the event test it out
completely several times prior to the event. Make several contacts to be
sure it will work as planed.

Yes, we did have a lot of things not go as planed, but we did hear “Ham Radio”
and “Marion Ohio” over the news media many time's. The number one objec-
tive was accomplished.

Many, many thanks to Jim KDS8KCH, Kevin KV2L, Charlie N§BLS and Don
KD8BKT for getting thing going. Thanks to our professional operators Joe
WS8VDD, Lynn WEMLL, Tim K§TWM and Dan N§WOB with Jack KDSCUU
as PIO... job well done to all.

Larry KD4HXA
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MARION AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
Executive Meeting
January 4, 2010

Don-kd8bkt motioned to not follow the normal order of business. Jack- kd8cuu 2nd.

Youth commitee-Jack-kd8cuu is still trying to get in touch with scouts and will go back to talk to
the library and see if they want the wrecked city display again. Charlie-n8bls had a contact for
scouting.

Larry-kd4hxa suggested a cram course for a scout badge.

Don-kd8bkt reported we lost our regular Skywarn date.

Repeater-Don-kd8bkt reported fan still running @30repeater. The heater needs turned on there.

PIO-Jack-kd8cuu reported Mansfield Hamfest is on 2-14.

Newsletter-Jack-kd8cuu asked for articles & wants to check on why section reports aren't getting
to ARRL.

Facilities-Don-kd8bkt reported ok

Education/Training-Tim-k8twm reminded everyone show and tell next week. Programs for
March-message handling, April-fox hunting and possibly have a club fox hunt too. either in Feb
or May will be APRS.

Field day chairman-Kevin-kv21 stated Jim k8dhc wont be field day chairman this year however
he has gotten the building for us.

Health and Welfare
Tim-kd8ggr is doing better from his accident.-Charlie-n8bls reported.
Brian-kc8Ite had heart attack-Don-kd8bkt reported.

New Business
The ARRL webpage needs updated w/current info.

Tim-k8twm brought up having a display at different festivals.

Don-kd8bkt is pursuing the Marion County 4wheel Drive Club how we could possibly work with
them.

Kathy-kc8htu moved to adjourn & Larry-kd4hxa 2nd.

This 1s being republished this month due to a computer glitch
with the January issue



MARION AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
Executive Meeting
February 1, 2010
7:30 pm

President Kevin Landes (kv2l) opened and presided over the meeting.

Last EXECUTIVE MEETING minutes read by Kathy Landes (kc8htu).
Treasure Report: Gaining funds from membership dues and repeater donations.
CORRESPONDANCE: National City is in final stage of converting to PNC.
PNC will be the bank that MARC uses.

YOUTH PROGRAM: Nothing to report

REPEATERS: Every thing is up and running. 146.895 is down until tomorrow
afternoon after Buckeye Chuck special event station is over.

PIO- Need to update ARRL MARC club web page.

NEWS LETTER: Scheduled out after reg meeting.

EQUIPMENT: No malfunction in the equipment. Need working computer up-
stairs and down stairs.

PROGRAMS: March confirmed — Traffic Handling

FIELD DAY — Food in planning. Cook to do main food and make a list to sign
up for side dishes. Selling raffle tickets to pay for field day.

HEALTH & WELFARE: Lynn Lovell’s (w8mll) mother passed away.

OLD BUSINESS: Nothing listed

Motion by Jack Hale to adjourn meeting, second by Don Freeman (kd8bkt)

Gene Moore (n8yrf)
MARC Sec/Treas



An observation from KD8CUU.
Jack Hale KD8CUU

Newsletter Editor We have a big event coming up in June called our annual Field Day. This event is a

i i great time for all of us to show off to the entire city county and the surrounding area just
Marion, Ohio 43302 what we as professional radio commentators can do if something would ever happen in
bjh4c22@verizon.net our immediate area.

It has been proven time and time again that when all else fails, power is out; all means
of communications are down. We as ham radio operators step up to the plate and get
the word out and back as needed.

www.marionhamradio.org

It just happen within the past couple of weeks, Haiti. A lone ham operator working on a
battery system got the first word to the outside world what had just happen.

This is our job! We can do this, and we have the expertise to do it and do it correctly.
So during our regular club meetings, if proper message taking or proper radio procedure
is being discussed come on by and bring a friend. That friend or associate does not
have to a ham radio person. But could become one. It only takes one night a month
and only for a couple of hours at the most.
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You will be a better professional radio operator for it.
73 KD8CUU Jack

SKYWARN SPOTTER TRAINING MEETING NOTICE

For each of us every spring and summer months there is that
possibility of threating weather. These could be in the form of
heavy thunderstorms, high destructive winds or worse tornados.
Each of us has seen the devastations these types of weather re-
lated events can cause.

As professional commentators we need to be trained on how to
spot these up coming weather related events. So place on your

WWEMRN calendars, do not forget! March 18, 2010 at 6:30 pm at Tri-

Club Repeaters Rivers JVS Multi purpose room. Our friends from the

Repeater Trustee - ACl evel and Weather Bureauo, wil/|l
Don Freeman KD8BKT session.

147.300 Mhz +600 with 71.9 CTCSS P . . .
146.895 Mhz - 600 with 71.0 cTess| P lease past this information to all your relatives, friends and

neighbors, it is FREE. Just show up and sign in.

Club Call: WS8GVB
Lynn Lovell W8MLL County EC.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

A short training message for our new Greenwich England has the "0" Meridian line

amateur radio operators. where all time zones start from and go west until
the international date line where the date

| received sever al ¢ a | dhdnges. ¥cu Gither §alh & dafl pinCwes o Fou
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back and read the listing closer. The Date Thus if is 1000 hrs in England, it is 0500 hours
and times were listed. here, or 5am.

Times are listed in Greenwich Mean time All special events and contests for Amateur Radio
(GMT), (UT) Universal Time or (Z) Zulu. are listed this way.

Zulu is an older version of GMT.

There are 5 time zones or hours difference Make sense? Jack

between us and England.



